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‘DAMN YOU’

The execution of 47 prisoners by the beleaguered
Saudi Arabian regime yesterday set off a chain of protests
worldwide. Insiders put the Kkillings, which provoked fury in Iran,
down to a minister ‘desperate to prove his authority’.
No 10 is yet to deliver an official response
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Masseria Trapana is a “6th-century The Natural Adventure Company Cathay Pacific is to start flying to
farmhouse near Lecce, Puglia, thet has new self-guided walking holidays Hong Kong from Gatwick starting

has been converted Inta nine suites.
Opening at Easter, it has original
fectures, plus more modern additions
incdluding a pool (trapana.com).

to destinations including Albania,
Romania and Greece. Prices start at
£390pp for a week, excluding flights
(thenaturaladventure.com).

in September. Tickets for the new
service are in the airline’s current
flight sale, with economy returns
from £609 (cathaypacific.com).
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Such a victorious
transformation
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a  North Norfolk's Victoria Inn has welcomed guests for almost
i 200 years. Nicola Trup checks out its latest addition
trip to the British seaside
- particularly the wind-
swept tip of north Nor-
. ¥ folk - may not be top of
o= time of year, by ‘hne"s;&-d lolistanhis
of year, but the right place to stay
I.ake Como, St Morltz canmake even the most rain-soaked
v{:;t'er vlvnlkblinvxgonting rather
than intolerable.
M and the Bernma Express e oo Ly
Fae: ham Overy and Wells-next-the-Sea
Sever N nights hal - just inland from one of the area’s | TV, but as it was separated from the | JusTiNNTIME | haddock, which camewithaperfectly
most beautiful beaches - is the Vic- | bedroomby two extremely heavy fire | The Victoria poached egg and tangy hollandaise.
toria Inn, a restaurant with rooms | doors, which resisted being (main); adouble later, I'mstill craving the taste
that dates back almost 200 years. | open,Ifound myselftoolazytomove | bedroom (above); | of the deliciously salty fish. A break-
Located on the Holkham Estate, the | between the two, and spent most of | thequayside fast bonus was the availability of decaf
place hasa hint of the huntinglodge | thetime inthe cosybedroominstead | atBlakeney tea which, as a non-caffeine-drinker
about it-mounted antlersintheres- | (there’sa TV in here too). One thing | (topright) (ﬁmsylknnw).l'malwayspleasa.nﬂy
P taurant, rooms named after local | the living room does have going for | nicksviH surprised to find on the menu.
shooting drives - but if, like me, | it, though, isthe minibar, whichcomes | prorocRAPHY.
you're more into fireplaces than fire- | withacomplimentary miniprosecco | STockeHOTO The hosts
arms, you'll still feel right at home. andabonleo{&eshmilk. ide the estate is owned by the
= the tea and coffee-making iti 8th of Leicester, you're unlikely
| The bed are some posh biscuits. to find him working on reception.
1 stayed in Emmerdale, one of the The bathroom is a vision of white Instead there is a team of dedicated
' four suites and six standard rooms andmam.w:thastandalonebaﬁ:(the staffacross the restaurant and rooms.
in the newly converted Ancient | hugestI'veeverencountered)and: Onarrival, the heating and hot water
House (actually built in1885), which | arate shower - both with shghtly in my room weren't working, and
opened opposite the main inn last | overcomplicated taps -and generous thewaythlswsdealthﬂxwaslikea
May. It’s traditionally decorated | quantities ofNoble Isle toiletries. service.As
- plush headboard, antique dress- pmonﬂleﬁnhmlets (which come as
F mt‘h ta:éi. framed llandiscape [;lrims The mi;l‘ll = st?nlclhrm:i ineach molr’n) ::‘g;tle bottl:'
- though a neutral colour scheme | Breakfast is served in the restaurant. of champagne was brought roun
Take our escorted tour to picturesque Lake and subtle fabrics stop it from cross- | As well as a full English, eggs Ben- along with the key to another room
Como and experience one of Europe’s most ing the line into fusty. edict, cereals and so on, there are a to shower in. By the time I finished
scenic train journeys through the Swiss Alps. There’s a separate living room, ple of more i ing items dinner a couple of hours later the
complete with sofa, and | to choose from. I went for smoked problem was sorted.

Discover the incredible scenery and natural beauty of
Lake Como, described by Wordsworth as ‘a treasure the
earth keeps to itself’ by ing waves
on the lake shore and enjoy excursions to some of the
most stunning icons of northern Italy and Switzerland.
Selected departures in April to October 2016, the price
includes return flights from 10 airports, taxes and transfers
plus seven nights’ four-star accommodation with half-board.
® Visit Lake Maggiore, Bergamo, Lugano and St Moritz
® Travel on the stunning Bernina Express, one of the
world's most spectacular railway journeys
@ Lake cruise to enchanting Bellagio
® Private visit to the Villa del Balbianello
and its memorable gardens
® Comprehensive, fully escorted sightseeing tours

CRUISE REPORT CAROLINE HENDRIE

A ship-shape year of bigger,
more innovative launches

Last year ended with the launch of the
third largest cruise ship in the world,
Norwegian Escape. It wasa year in

nearly half of them will not vie for
our custom. Ovation of the Seas and
Genting World are bound for the Far

€ Brochure Line:01283 742 375 which six new ships, including the East while AidaPrima, AidaTui and
H orvisit independent.co.uk traveloffers biggest for the UK market, Britannia, Mein Schiff 5are destined for the
5 s : set sa:l. irt\)creasingl cry:;e;;ssenger Gerx;—\speak;(ng m;k;t -
4 capacity by a total of 15,700, ip making the biggest splast
i AR e o 0 31 0 md s @ | This year, the zruise ship boomis | in 2016 is Harmony of the Seas,
B e oot cordtins of s el Abs T s W | almost doubling Eleven rew-build for 5,497 passengers, making its
N R e DABT, ships, adding 30,700 berths, will maiden voyage in May (0844 493
A 5. SR anciet i M o "‘“"‘ 1 be leaving their shipyards, though 3033; royalcaribbean.co.uk). A cruise | On the horizon: New ships are aiming high THinksTock












